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For Release: 4 August 2026 
   
  

The TPMT welcomes renewed commitment by the Peace ImplemenAng Panels in the 
implementaAon of the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro (CAB) 

 
The Third Party Monitoring Team (TPMT) would like to express its sincere apprecia;on for the Peace 

Implemen;ng Panels of GPH and MILF for convening their 38th mee;ng on 4 August in Davao. The mee;ng is 
important to keep the Bangsamoro peace process on track and very ;mely following the recent appointment 
of Secretary Mel Senen Sarmiento as the new GPH Panel Chair. 

 
We believe that the contribu;on of fully-fledged Panels to the implementa;on of the CAB con;nues to be 
essen;al. 

 
The Bangsamoro region is currently preparing for the first regional Parliamentary elec;ons on 14 September 
which is a formidable achievement of the peace process. As President Marcos noted in the recent SONA, 
these elec;ons are a cri;cal accomplishment under the CAB, and signify the end of the transi;on phase and 
the termina;on of the poli;cal track. But it would be a mistake to assume that the peace process is nearing 
its conclusion.  

 
The normaliza;on track ranks parallel in importance to the poli;cal track. Once the elec;on is successfully 
completed, focus in the implementa;on of the CAB will  shiV to normaliza;on. Much work remains to be 
done on the full range of normaliza;on commitments by both the Government and the MILF. This requires a 
central role for the Panels in overseeing a reinforced implementa;on of the normaliza;on track. 

 
The Bangsamoro peace process has been held in de facto abeyance for far too long. We call on the Panels to 
re-engage in focused dialogue to address current challenges and develop a roadmap and implementa;on 
;meline to ins;ll new momentum into the process with the aim to bring the CAB to a successful conclusion. 

 
We welcome the fresh commitment today by both Par;es to the primacy of the peace architecture led by the 
Panels as expressed in the Declara;on of Con;nuity. We were encouraged by the spirit of trust and effec;ve 
coopera;on that was demonstrated by Chairs Sarmiento and Iqbal, and the respec;ve Panel members. 

 
We note as posi;ve the con;nued commitment by both Par;es to the implementa;on of the CAB. The TPMT 
stands ready to con;nue our monitoring assignment which began in 2013, and work closely with both Par;es 
in the con;nued implementa;on of the CAB for the benefit of the Bangsamoro and the Philippines.  
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